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Austin Chapel Methodist Church, Pitts Theology Library, 
Emory University, MSS028, 

https://digital.pitts.emory.edu/s/digital-collections/item/17018
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https://tinyurl.com/ChurchRecordsSGA2025

To follow along:

Or visit:



3

Our Partners

Kline Archives, 
John Bulow 
Campbell 
Library, 

Columbia 
Theological 

Seminary

Jack Tarver 
Library, Mercer 

University

Pitts Theology 
Library, Emory 

University

Historic Rural 
Churches of 

Georgia



Jessica Mahn
Cataloging and 

Metadata Librarian,
Pitts Theology Library

Ann McShane
Digital Asset Librarian,
Pitts Theology Library

Emily Corbin
Reference Archivist,

Pitts Theology Library

Caitlin Reeves 
Greenamyre

Director of Archives, 
Columbia Theological Seminary

Daniel Williams
University Archivist,
Jack Tarver Library
Mercer University

Adelle Frank
Technology 

Development Librarian,
Pitts Theology Library

44

Our Team



Introduction

Alcovy Methodist Church, Pitts Theology Library, Emory University, MSS 028, 
https://digital.pitts.emory.edu/s/digital-collections/item/16892

● The Historic Rural Churches of Georgia was 
founded by Sonny Seals and George Hart to 
preserve photographs and histories of rural 
churches and their communities.

● Seals and Hart wanted to start a digital archive 
driven by contributions from the community.

● With funding from the Robert W. Woodruff 
Foundation and a NEH grant, they created a 
prototype for a “Digital Drawer” submission tool.

● In 2023 the Lettie Pate Evans Foundation 
provided a grant to support the creation of a 
Digital Archive. Along with CTS and Mercer, Pitts 
Theology Library has worked with the developer 
Agile to create the OmekaS subsite, and a 
community portal.



Sonny Seals received 
the first grant to begin 

developing the 
prototype of the 
“Digital Drawerˮ 
submission tool.

2015

Collaboration initiated 
and the Historic Rural 

Church Archives 
receives the Lettie Pate 
Grant to begin creation 

of a digital site.

The Historic Rural 
Church Archives digital 

site is launched in 
OmekaS within the Pitts 
Digital Collections, and 
the Community Form is 

created.

Pitts Theology Library 
will continue to 

maintain the online site 
while the Historic Rural 

Church organization 
continues outreach 
with the community.

20222023 2025 2026 and Beyond
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Project Timeline
The HRC Archive serves to collect and provide materials related to the histories of rural churches in Georgia, 
bringing together records from different denominations to support genealogy and local history research while also 
compiling datasets for contribution to larger projects



Selecting, Digitizing, 
and Transferring 

Archival Materials:
Columbia Theological 

Seminary

First Presbyterian Church (Bremen, Ga.) history, 
Courtesy of C. Benton Kline, Jr. Special Collections and Archives, 

Columbia Theological Seminary
https://digital.pitts.emory.edu/s/digital-collections/item/27033



Kline Archives at CTS: 
Presbyterian Women’s Perspective

Images of First 
Presbyterian Church 

(Darien, GA)

Left: Church Building 
1876-1898. Courtesy of 

PWH

Right: Church Building, 
1899 - Present

courtesy of HRCGA



Selecting, Digitizing, 
and Transferring 

Archival Materials:
Mercer University

● Physical records
● Documentation and copyright
● Student workers
● Sharing metadata with Emory

 Penfield Baptist Church (Greene County, Ga.),
Courtesy of Jack Tarver Library, Mercer University



Pitts Theology Library at Emory University: 
Local Church Histories

● Pitts Theology Library previously 
had a collection of Local Church 
Histories that had already been 
digitized, but lacked a home. 

● These records were cleaned up 
and incorporated into the 
repository.

Armuchee Methodist Church, 
Pitts Theology Library, Emory 

University, MSS 028, 
https://digital.pitts.emory.edu/s/

digital-collections/item/16978



Pitts Theology Library at Emory University: 
Disaffiliating Church Records

● In 2024 Pitts received 257 disaffiliated 
church collections. 

● 59 churches (23%) were already partially 
included in the HRCGA site.

● 103 churches (40%) were eligible to be 
included. 

● We focused on collections that were 
already digitized when we received them

● Staff accessioned, processed, and 
cleaned up metadata for appropriate 
churches and then ingested them into 
the HRC subsite. 



Metadata
● Credit where credit is due

● Omeka resource template
○ Metadata vocabularies
○ Required fields

● Resource template to 
metadata spreadsheet



Identifier
Institution
Holding Repository
Collection (Text)
Collection (URI)
Sublocation
Title
Alternative Title
Creator
Contributor
Date Created

Date Issued or Published

Sort Date
Publisher
Place of Publication

Full template available at: https://tinyurl.com/ChurchRecordsSGA2025

Complete terms:

dcterms:identifier
bibo:owner
dcterms:mediator
dcterms:source
dcterms:source
bibo:locator
dcterms:title
dcterms:alternative
dcterms:creator
dcterms:contributor
dcterms:created
dcterms:date
dcterms:coverage
dcterms:publisher
mods:placeOfOrigin

Language
Description
Content Type
Content Genre
Extent/Dimensions
Keyword(s)
Subject - Topic
Subject - Name
Subject - Time Period
County
City/Town
Rights Statement (Text)
Rights Statement (URI)
Rights Holder
Copyright Date
Re-Use License (URI)
Restrictions on Access

dcterms:language
dcterms:description
dcterms:type
dcterms:medium
dcterms:extent
schema:keywords
dcterms:subject
mods:subjectName
dcterms:temporal
dcterms:spatial
mods:subjectGeographic
dcterms:rights
dcterms:rights
dcterms:rightsHolder
dcterms:dateCopyrighted
dcterms:license
dcterms:accessRights

Metadata template



Maintaining metadata standards

● Share template with partners

● Update template as/if needed

● Adjust partner metadata to 
institution standards

Courtesy of Jack Tarver Library, Mercer University, Shiloh Baptist Church 
(Greene County, Ga.) Sunday School Records, 1935-1942,

https://digital.pitts.emory.edu/s/hrc/item/24046



Building and Supporting a Digital 
Archive Site in Omeka S

Renovation of the Lincolnton United Methodist Church, Pitts Theology Library, Emory University, RG 407, 
https://digital.pitts.emory.edu/s/digital-collections/item/16794

● Ongoing IT costs: 
○ hosting
○ regular maintenance
○ incident mitigation

● Security concerns:
○ bots
○ software stability
○ file uploads

● Knowledge levels
● Lessons learned



Maintaining Community Submissions

Mountville United Methodist Church building and congregation, Pitts Theology 
Library, Emory University, RG 405, 

https://digital.pitts.emory.edu/s/digital-collections/item/16790



Community Submissions: IT Requirements

● Already purchased 
○ OmekaS, MS Forms, Google Forms, LibWizard

● Does not require an account to upload files
● Protects against spam/malicious uploads (isolated servers)
● Offers embed code or a trustworthy link
● Is easy for staff to access the form submissions
● Is easy to create and maintain the form 
● Has conditional field processing (nice-to-have)



Community Submissions:      The Form

● Build the form base

● Use controlled 
vocabularies 

● Consider your audience



Community 
Submissions: 
Workflow &
Metadata

Our plan:
● Users will submit histories via form on HRC subsite
● Digital Asset Librarian will add images to server
● Metadata Librarian will transfer data from 

submissions to HRC template and ingest



Challenges

● Staff Changes
● Vendor/Software Challenges
● Long Distance Coordination
● Grant Extension

The Stained-Glass Windows of Elizabeth Lee: A Century of 
Worship, Pitts Theology Library, Emory University, RG 448, 

https://digital.pitts.emory.edu/s/hrc/item/16852



Subsite Preview:         Landing page



Facets 



Item page
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01
Collaboration and Communication: Regular 
cross-institution check-ins build trust. Clearly 
understand who is a collaborator. You might have to 
help train collaborating staff.

Technical: Metadata standardization can be more difficult 
than expected; clear instructions make less work for 
everyone. Do Discovery before implementing server 
infrastructure or specific software versions.

Lessons Learned:
Expect the Unexpected

Project Planning and Management: Scope creep must be 
handled early. Communicate expectations while planning 
for turnover and absences. 

02

03



What’s Next?

Pennington Church Building, Pitts Theology Library, Emory 
University, MSS 028, 

https://digital.pitts.emory.edu/s/digital-collections/item/14934

● Partnering with Georgia Public 
Library Service to provide training 
for librarians to help with 
scanning and uploading

● Scanning days at rural libraries, 
guidelines for personal 
submissions

● Continued site maintenance at 
Pitts



Keep in Touch!
Adelle Frank

adelle.frank@emory.edu

Mount Pleasant Church, Pitts Theology Library, Emory University, MSS 028, 
https://digital.pitts.emory.edu/s/digital-collections/item/18536

Jessica Mahn
jessica.mahn@emory.edu

Emily Corbin
emily.corbin@emory.edu

Historic Rural Churches of Georgia
https://www.hrcga.org/contact-us/

Daniel Williams
williams_dw@mercer.edu

Caitlin Reeves Greenamyre
greenamyrec@ctsnet.edu



Any questions?
Ask away!

Q&A

https://tinyurl.com/ChurchRecordsSGA2025


